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OF THE 
INFERIOUR CLERGY 

"OF 
IRELAND. &c. 
O Impoveriſh and Enſlave the Clergy of any Profeſſion, 

has been always thought (and that juſtly enough) the 

ſureſt and moſt effectual way of ruining that Church, 

and bringing Religion into Diſgrace. For how un- 

likely is it that Men ſhould be reform'd in their Manners by the 
Preaching of thoſe whom they deſpiſe ? And how can they chooſe 


but deſpiſe thoſe who (through the ſcantineſs of their Fortunes, 
and narrowneſs of their Circumſtances) are forc'd todo ſuch mean 


and little Things, as muſt of neceſſity make them too Cheap, if 
not Scandalous ? Solomon's poor-wiſe-Man is a lively emblem of 


this particular : His tatter'd Cloaths and ragged Fortune made 

his Wiſdom firſt deſpiſed; and even after he had ſaved the City 

by his Prudence unrewarded and forgotten. Has not this a near 

reſemblance to the Caſe before us? Where the Labour and In- 

duſtry of the Inferior Clergy is 8 and undervalued by thoſe 
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who move in a higher Orb, vainly imagining that all Wit and 
Lea: ing is their peculiar Prerogative, aud of neceſſity liak'd to 
thoic of a higher Statton, and fo they look upon every growing 
Reputation as an lavaſion upon their juſt: Right. 

For a Proof of which we need only appeal to our worthy 
PRELATES, whether they would not bluſh, to be ſeen 
ſpeaking (valeſs it were with a Scorn and Frown-in their Faces) 
wich the Underlings of the Clergy, the unbeneficed Curates? No 
they muſt wait upon them at their Falaces, and there dance Atten- 
dance in the Biſhop's Antichamber for two Hours in the Morning, 
and as many more at Night, when every little forward pert Bean 
of the Town or foreign Blockhead, ſhall get Admittance before 
them; and perhaps be deſired to ſit down, while the Curate, when 
admitted, either humbly ſtands aloof, or leans at the back of a 
Chair, waiting till this more important Conference is ended. 
And then too, with what indifference and diſdain is he receiv'd, 
after ſo much time loſt in Ceremony and Attendance ? Tho' per- 
haps the poor Gentleman has uſed his utmoſt diligence and endea- 
vour ia the conſcientious Diſcharge of his Cure : But that, alaſs, 
is not ſo much a conſideration as it ought to be; and it is a ſhame 
to obſerve how much more effectually many other Intereſts will 
recommend a Man to Preferment, than his own Merit and In- 
duſtry. 

Doubtleſs, our Bleſſed Saviour never meant to make all that 
mighty Diſt inction between the Biſhops and ordinary Presbyters of 
his Church, that the one ſhould ſerve only to fill up the Pomp and 
Train of the others, and be but as ſo many menial Servants, 
dreſs d up in a peculiar Livery, under theſe Lords of God's Heri- 
tage; if a poor ſhabby Gown, and dirty Linnen, be all the ſplen- 
did Appearance the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt are to make; no Won- 

der, that his Goſpel meets with fo little Succeſs among Men, who 
are otherwiſe prejudiced by deprav'd and corrupt Afﬀections. | 

Whether the Number of unbeneficed Clergy in this Kingdom of 
Ireland, and, as a Conſequence to that, their Poverty has not been 
the chief occaſion of that Contempt whichour Religion meets with- 
all, let wiſe Men conſider ; and it is our humble Opinion that Re- 
ligion will never flouriſh, till ſome Method be taken to hinder ſuch 
Crowds from coming into the Church, till thoſe who are there al- 
ready can be handſomly provided for; for alafs, whilſt ſuch Num- 


(£4) 
bers are ordain'd, who have no other Title or Call to that Holy 
Function but their Iatereſt, or near Relation by Marriage, or o- 
therwiſe, by ſome of our worthy Prelates, what muſt the others 
do, who are better qualifed in all ReſpeQs, and have ſerv'd ſeven 
Years already, but with Sorrow behold their Juniors put over their 
Heads in the beſt Preferments, whilſt they, poor Souls, may ſerve 
ſeven Years more, and drudge on for thirty or forty Pound a Year 
at moſt, meerly for want of ſome ſuch Intereſt to recommend 
them ? | 
Whether the Bi!l under our preſent Conſideration, has not this, 
and other Conſequences as bad, attending it, is now our Baſineſs 
ro enquire into: And thus much we may ſay, without Uncharita- 
bleneſs, to the firſt Contrivers of it, that, unleſs they conſulted 
their own Intereſt and Pride, or the Ruin of the younger Clergy, 
or both, the End or Deſign of it is very hard to be dived into, or 
fathom'd : The Good of either Church or Clergy it cannot provide 
for, as ſhall appear anon, what then could be the Deſign of it ? 
Why, Gwas ſweet enough to thoſe in a higher Station, the Morſel 
to be ſhallow,d, was not only to ſwell their Purſes, but to raiſe 
their Ambition likewiſe, and the Inferior Clergy, God help them, 
were to be made more Poor and DEPENDANT than they 
are already, in order to be trampled on with the greater Eaſe. 
Thus does ſome Men's Zeal for Dominion conſume that Humility 
which is the Ground of all true Devotion, and not content with 
Modeſty to Lord it over God's Heritage (and even this they are 
forbid, 1 Peter 5. 3.) would willingly become ABSOLUTE, 
and every one commence POPE as ſoon as BISHOP, and with 
a more intollerable Pride than He, wou'd not only make us KISS 
their Feet, but LIE under them. | | 
In ſhort, if the Bill paſſes into an Act, nothing but Ruin bounds 
our Proſpect, and the Inferior Clergy may indeed become Hewers 
of Wood and Drawers of Water, or may ſerve well enough in 
under Offices of the Levitical Hierarchy, be Scourers of the Veſ- 
ſels, or Sweepers of the Temple; but never let them pretend to 
be Pros after the Order of Melchiſedech, or Preachers of the 
Goſpel. | | 
* be ſaid that this is too bold ad daring; we own the 
Charge, and are only ſorry that any, by invading our Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Liberties, eſpecially thoſe who in all Juſtice ought to have 24 


CEP 
ported them, have given the occaſion ; nay, tho' they are daring, 
yet they are Truths, and when ſo gr-at a Stake as our All is on the 
Board, we can't but venture for it; and it the whole Nation will 
ſuffer thoſe, who have but too much already, to ſwee 
it up, there's an End of it; aud the naprovided Clergy mu 
uſe ſome other. Methods to get a Livelihood: Starve they will 
not, and their liberal Education won't ſofter them to beg, ſo that 
how they muſt ger their Bread, we will not, indeed we cannot at 
preſent cell, but hope (tor the good of che Church) it will never 
be left to that Iſſue. | | wo 

Some People we know will be apt to alledge that the Bill is not 
chargeable with theſe ill Conſequeaces, nor has all that Venome in 
it as is repreſented. To fatisty therefore ſuch Men's Curioſity, 
we will now go on to make good our Charge; to which in the 
plaineſt manner we can, we will eadeavour theſe two Things. 

Hrſt, We will ſhew that the Bill is Unjuſt and Uuequitable, and 
tending to the Impoveriſhing and Enſlaving of the Clergy. 

And Secondly, Suppoſing the Effects of it were not ſo fNal, yet 
that it is wholly uſeleſs, and will never anſw ereven the pretended 
Deſigu of its Contrivance. 

TheBill indeed has a MitteringFronteſpiece for to purchaſeGlehes 
for every Church to Build Manſion-Houſes, and fo to encourage Re- 
dence of the Clergy among their Flock; is, we muſt confeſs, a 
very ſpecious Pretext and as glorious a Title. But whoever thinks 
to find any further Incouragement for the Clergy than what he 
reads in great Letters in the Title, muſt expect to meet with a 
Diſappointment. Tis pſual with that worthy Prelate who bronght 
it in, to ſpice the top of his bitter Draught, that thoſe who drink 
it, may not taſt the Gall till tis down and paſt recovery: We can 
make this good whenever we are call'd upon for it, or meet with 
many more ſuch greivous Provocations: Nay, what now lies be- 
fore us, will (when proved) be a demonſtrative Evidence. 

We muſt rip up the Belly of this Trojan-Horſe (if we may be 
allowed the Expreſſion) to diſcover the Cheat which lies at the 
bottom of ſuch a ſeeming Innocence, and to prevent the Ruin it 
carries within it. Ig order to do which, wemuſt remember that 
there were two Bills which bore the ſame Impreſſion, the ſame fair 
Image in the Title. The Delign of the firſt was ſo openly and no- 
torionſly Pernicious, that it met with no other Reception than 
what it juſtly deſerv'd, was Dam'd as ſoon as propoſed ; and _ 
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fore we may reaſonably think that the ſecond, however gilded on 


the outſide, and ſoftned within, has the very ſame Deſign. Why? 


Becauſe brought in by the ſame worthy Contriver. We ſhould 
not mention the firſt Bill which deſervedly met with ſo ill a Recep- 
tion, were it not in ſome meaſure a neceſſary introduction to our 
firſt Propoſition : And our touching only upon one or two of thoſe 
num herleſs Abſurdities, as well as manifeſt Injoſtice, which is ſcat- 
ter'd in every Line of it, will be a ſufficient Apology for ſuch a 
Repetition. 0 1 

The Deſign then of the firſt Bill was to purchaſe twenty Acres 
of Glebe for every Pariſh, a Deſign if it were practicable, or could 
have been done with Juſtice, very kind and beneficial; but the 
Method by which it was to be done, is what we complain of, as 
being Unjuſt, Abſur'd and Impracticable. The Method in ſhort was 
this, Upon the Death of the Incumbent, the Biſhop was to Seque- 
ſter the Livings, to keep two Thirds of the Profits in his own, 
Hands till he had enough to purchaſe 20 Acres, and in the mean 
time to allow the other Third for the Maintenance of a Curate (if 
he could find any one ſo hardly put to it, as to ſerve the Cure at 
ſuch a Rate.) | 

Now according to this Act, the Biſhops would have moſt of the 
Livings in the Kingdom in their own Bands for many Years, if not 
for ever. The Pariſhes wou'd be without ſettled Miniſters all that 
time, and the Curate might ſerve all his Life-time for leſs than 
twenty Ponnd a Year; or if by chance he ſhould live till the Biſhop 
had got enough to purchaſe, he was liable to be turn'd out, to 
make room for ſome near Relation, and ſo he and his poor Fami- 
ly left to the wide World in his old Age to get a Livelihood. 

For it is plain, that molt of the Eivings in this Kingdom which 
want Glebes, are not in value above fifty or threeſcore Pound a 
Year, and when they are ſet. upon a Sequeſtration are always va- 
lued five Shillings in the Pound leſs, which will reduce them to 
forty or forty five Pound per Annum, the third Part of which, fif- 
teen Ponud a Year would be a noble Maintenance for a Curate; 
and the other thirty Pound, at thirty Years Purchaſe, under which 
Rate, it at that, no one would fell, would purchaſe twenty Acres 
of Land, God knows when. But this is not the worſt; for all dif- 
ferent Denominations not united by Act of Parliament are different 
Livings, and may be feparatedat the Pleaſure of the Biſhop : And 
therefore ſeeing there was nothing implied to the contrary in the 


frſt, 
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firſt, nor is in this ſecond Bill, we may preſume that they both in- 
te::d, that on the Deceaie or Promotion of the preſent lacumbent, 
every different Denomination not united by Act of Parliament, 
mall ſingly by themſelves, either all at one time, or by ſeveral 
Parcels, purchaſe twenty Acres of Glebe for the Incumbent, ſo 
that ther muſt be as often purchas'd twenty Acres of Glebe, as the 
former lacumbeng held different Denominations : As if a Living of 
one hundred Pound a Year be made up of ten Denominations, it 
muſt purchaſe ten times twenty, that is two hundred Acres; and 
God kaows when ſuch 8 Quantity could be purchas'd with thirty 
Pound a Year; a hundred Years would be the ſooneſt as may ealily 
be ſeen by Computation. This is a plain Caſe, as inſtance where- 
of we have ia a Curate of the City of Dublin lately inducted into the 
Living of Dunlavan, a Living of ſixty Pound per Annum, conliſting 
dot nine ſeveral Denominations or Yariſhes, ſo that before a Succeſ- 
ſor could be nominated to him by the firſt Bill, nine times twenty, 
or one hundred and eighty Acres maſt have been purchas'd out of 
S the two thirds of ſixty Pound a Year, which at ten Shillings an Acre 
only, would amount to one thouſand eight hundred Pound Sterling; 
all which could not be perform d in leſs time than ſixty or ſeventy 


. is the Computation where the Living conſiſts only of nine 
Denominations, what then ſhall we ſay to thoſe which conſiſts of 
Fourteen, Sixteen, or Twenty, as very many do, nay,ſome conliſts 
of T'irty, from whence "cis plain, thac che Biſhops ſucceſſively 
won have the Incum ſo long, that at laſt they might plead Pre- 
feriptian, and without any further Ceremony, annex them to 
their Biſhopricks ; aud this we look upoaas the firſt Deſigu of this 
ſpecious Bill: For tho” the Bill ic ſ it did not defign that every par- 
ticular Denomination ſhould purchaſe twenty Acres, yet lince 
there was no Proviſiou made azaialt it in che Bill, the Biſhops 
might have put this Senſe on it, meerly to have kept chem in their 
*6w.72 Hands the longer, and what poor Curate could have wreited. 
them out of ſich griping Clucches? Thus would our Mitred ids 
have a good time of it, they would have the uſe of the Min ers 
Money all their Lives, whilſt the Miniſters themſelves woald 
ſtarve: And let the World judge what a juſt, what a conſcionable 
Bill this was. 4 Wa 3 N | 
But, God be prais d, this Bill was rejected: But then the Au- 


thor of it not content with one Baffle, has renew d the ſame : e- 
__ ugh, 
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ſian, only with ſome Amendments and Alterations ; the chief of 


which, is, that the Livings ſhall be ſequeſtred two Years ouly 
at a time, and ſince the two thirds, for ſo ſhort a ſpace cannot 
purchaſe tweaty Acres, let it purchaſe what it can, half a one, 
or one, or two, Cc. and by this Bill it is left to the Diſcretion 
of the Biſhop (ſince Biſhops have ſuch a mighty Influence oa their 
Chapters) whether it ſhall be ſequeſtred or not, at any particu- 
lar time; theſe are the boaſted Alterations, and yet we cannot 


ſee how the Matter is mended. The Poyſon in this, is not, we 


confeſs, ſo ſtrong as in the former Compoſition, but it is as mor- 

tal, for the Injuſtice ſtill remains; nay, in ſome Reſpects is much 
reater. | | 

g Our Laws provide, That how long ſoever any Living has been 

vacant, the next lucumbent, upon his Induction, may claim the 
intermediate Profits; and ſo the Money ſequeſtred is his by right. 

Now, what greater Injuſtice can there be, then for any one to 


compel me to purchaſe at a double Value? Nay, we may ſay at 


ten times the Value, becauſe I pay more Money for it; as much 


at leaſt, as I ſhould, if 1 was to inherit it for ever, whereas 1 am * 


only to enjoy it during my Life, or my Incumbency : Nay, the 


' Tnjuſtice goes further, the Bill does not only make me purchaſe at 


ſuch a Rate, but to lay out my Money for other Men; fo that 


the next Incumbent ſhall enjoy my Purchaſe, whilſt, perhaps, my 
Children ſtarve. Let the Contrivers of this Bill conſider how. 


they would hifFand ſwell, ſhould ſuch a thing be propos'd to 
them? Ifan Act ſhould paſs that they ſhould lay out one thouſand 
five hundred Pound for fifty Pound a Year, and ſhould force them 


to leave it to a Stranger when they died, whom they never ſaw, 


Lord, how ſhould we hear them trumpet out the Injuſtice, the 
Unconſciouableneſs of ſuch Proceedings. i us 


One would think a Man has a natural Right to diſpoſe of his 


own, and for any to wreſt that Right from him, has been always 
look'd upon as the higheſt Pitch of Arbitrarineſs and Injuſtxe: 
if therefore the Inferior Clergy muſt purchaſe, we think it no- 
thing but reaſonable, and we humbly beg leave (as it is our Right) 
to be the Ecepers and Diſpoſers of our own Money; which, if 
this A! paſſes, we ſhall not, and which we therefore complain 
of, as one of the greateſt Grievances that ever befel this Church, 


and the higheſt Encroachment on our Rights and Priviledges. 
B Another 
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„ 
Another thing unreaſonable in the Bill is this, That the Biſhop is 
impowered as Truſtee to ſet the Tythes, and yet is not obliged to 
render an Account to the next Incumbent, nor ſuffer auy Penal- 
ty in caſe of his Miſmanagement ; the Power is valimired, and 


yet who knows but a Sum of Money in his own, or Lady's Hand, 
may blind the good Man's Eyes, and make the Tythes he ſet at 


half Value: We do not ſay this will be done, but we ſay it may; 
and it 1s the Part of wiſe Men to provide againſt ſuch Contingen- 
Cies. | | 


The Bill again leaves it in the Power of the Biſhop (ſince, as was 
ſaid, Biſhops heve ſuch a mighty Influence on their Chaptcrs) 


whethe a Living ſhail be ſequeſtred or not, which we think was 


the chief thing the worthy Contriver of it a{m'd at in theſe Alte- 


rations, in order to ruin and enſlave the Clergy ; for this was the 
only way to have none but Relations beneficed. Ifa Relation be 
ſenior Sophiſter when an Incumbent dies, he will be fit to be or- 
dain'd in two Years time, and ſo the Living ſhall then be ſeque- 
ſtred ; and the poor Curate whea he has ſerv d his two Years oat 


* for little or nothing, maſt be diſcarded, and give Place to this 


— 


fluttering Upſtart, my Lord's RELATION, which is as 
conciſe a way of ruining the Church as can be well imagined. 
Belides, the Act leaves every Living under Sequeſtration, and 
as we ſaid before, every Living having ſeveral Denominations or 
Pariſies in it, muſt all be ſequeſtred, and all muſt purchaſe, and 
fo the very ſame Abſurdities mult follow; which we ſhew'd were 
the natural Conſequences of the firit Bill that was rejected: For ir 
is plain, that ifa Living of fixty Ponnd a Year, be made np only 


of nine Pariſhes, aS we find it too often happens, then every Pa- | 


riſh may be ſequeſtred, and (allowing for Sequeſtration) about 
ſix Pound for the two Years laid up for Purchaſe-Money ; and 


what ſix Pound will purchaſe, we leave the World to judge. In 


ſhort, a poor Curate muſt be put in to ſerve for leſꝭ than 20 pound 
2 Year ; and when he has ſerv'd two Years almoſt tor nothing, is 
liable to be turn'd out to make room for ſome body elſe, who has 
better Intereſt, whilſt he himſelf may beg; and ſo the whole King- 


dom, to the greatDiſgrace of it, w ill ſoon be ſtock d with mendicant = 


Clergy-Men; all which are Conſequences not to be thought on 
without great Concern and Horror. | 


As 
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As for the Title of the Act, and as ſome Men would 
perſuade us, the Delign of it, we do in no wiſe, diſlike; 
and would our Biſhops out of their Charity and Care for 
the Church, but more eſpecially out of their much greater 
PLENTY, would they anſwer the Title of the Acts, we 
ſhon!d then be bound to pray for them, and their Names 
would be remember'd with Honour: But to force the Inferi- 
or Clergy to ſtarve themſelves, and to run into debt to pur- 
chaſe for others, meerly to ſatisſie ſome Men's Ambition, 
and others Humours, is very hard Meaſure, to ſay no worſe 
ONT * | | | 
Thus we find how unjuſt and unequitable the Bill is, even with 
all its Alterations : But beſides this, ſuppoſing it not to be fo fatal 
it is wholly uſgles, and will never anſwer, even the pretended 


Deſign of its Contrivance. Now the Defign, as is pretended, is 


to purchaſe Land, to build Manſion-Houſes, ſo that the Clergy 
may not have any Excuſe for Non-Reſidence. But we ask what 


Land will the Two-thirds of ſuch ſmallLivings, as are generally in 


this Kingdom of Ireland, for two Years purchaſe? Perhaps as 


much as may make a Potatoe-Garden for the ſupport of the Cu- 


rate's Family, hardly more; or if it ſhould, who could build the 
Houſes ? Can he he thought able to build a Houſe who has been 
forc'd to run in Debt for his Subſiſtance? Threeſcore Pound a 
Year is very likely co Maintain a Family and Build a. Houſe; if 
it does, the Parſon muſt, in the moſt common Notion of the 
Phraſe, Live upon thePariſh. Let ſome of our worthy PRELATES 
who ſtruggle ſo heartily for this Act, for once try the Experiment; 
and if they will ſhew us the good Example, provide for their Fa- 
mily, and with the Overplus of ſixty Pound a Year, build a Houſe 
too, we will ſtrive to tread in their Steps; but till that be done 


we muſt look on it next Door to an Impoſlibility. What a 


mortified Figure would a fixty Pound-a-Year-Biſhop make, when 
inſtead of basking it every Day in eaſe at Home, and ſtrutting 
with no leſs eaſe Abroad; we ſhould fee him trudge it along a 
foot, with a daggled Gown, ſoal'd Shooes and ruſty Stockings: 
I ſmile to think, what a ſtrange Metamorphoſis it would be to ſee 


his double Chin and PRELATICK Paunch ſhrink into the 


ſcanty Level of a poor ſhotten Curate. 
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'Tis very hard to force the Inferior Clergy, whoſe Incumb will 

Tarely give them Sultenance, to purchaſe Land and build Houſes: 
Tis only an inhuman mocking of them, to make them more ſen- 
ſible of their Poverty. They are Poor enovgh they own, but 
they think it a piece of Cruelty, for Men to make themſelves 
Merry with their Calamities. What a piece of Mockery would 
it be, to hear a Man bid a Beggar go purchaſe an Eſtate when he 
comes to ask an Alms, and is ready to Famiſh ? The caſe is the 
very ſame with us, who are commanded to purchaſe Glebes, and 
b»i1d Honſes with nothiag: And we deſire thoſe honourable Bi- 
ſhops, wiao contrived the AQ, to conlider, whether this be not 
worſe than what the Apottle condemns, James 2. 16. the Perſon 
there only ſaid, Be ye Warm a, Be ye Cloath'd, and gave them no- 
thing: Whereas this Bill proceeds further, it bids, nay, forces us 
to make Brick without Straw, to Build and Purchaſe, and not on- 
ly gives us nothing, but even takes away the ſmall Pittance which 
we had, either to Cloath our Backs or Fill our Bellies. 

And after all, ſuppoſe that there might he Money rais'd to Pur- 
chaſe a conliderable quanticy of Acres,where would our Biſhops 
find the Land to Purchaſe * For Men that know the Purchaſe muſt 
be made on their Eſtates, will undoubtedly ſcrew up the Purchaſer 
to their own Rates; ſo that the Land which another might Pur- 
chaſe for fifteen or twenty Years Purchaſe, will ſtand the Church 
at leaſt in Thirty or Forty. And it ſome Naboth will not dif 
member, or part with his paternal Eſtate, what muſt be done then? 
Why the Money muſt of neceſlicy lie dormant, or at leaſt briag 
never a Penny into the Incumbent's Pocket (tho? it is his own and 
for his uſe) which is a very great Hardſhip and impoſition. 

But ſurely ſo many Holy PRELATES of the Church, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to underſtand and conſult the Intereſt of it with a 
tender and paternal Care: What other end can they propoſe, who 
are already as high themſelves as the very Pinnacle of the Tem- 
ple, but the Glory of God? Sure it were even Barbarous to ima- 
gine, that they ſhould have any private regards of their own, whoſe 
proviſion to that purpoſe is it ſelf ſo large, and (if they have 
that Modeſty they ought to have) beyond their expectation. 


Theſe, we mult confeſs, are very fair and plauſible Pretences, 
examine 


and apt to impoſe upon ſuch as will not be at the pains to 
5 further 
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Betrayers. 


without Rhime or Reaſon, muſt p 


which ia the firſt place deſerves to be Conſider*d and Redrefs” 
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further than the meer outſide of Things. But tho' the preſent Age 
erhaps may be deceiv'd by ſuch Artifices as theſe, yet Poſterity 
ure will ſtand amazed to conſider, That thoſe, who by theirChara- 


cter and Station, were obliged ro be the peculiar Patrons and Ad- 


vocates of the Church, ſhould yet prove its only Underminers and 
The impoveriſhing and enſlaving the Inferior Clergy, has 
certainly been a Deſign of no ſhort Continuance ; our Enemies 
on all Hands have attempted it, and we are only ſorry that 
any Biſhop ſhould joyn in the ſame Contrivance, only with 
this further Proſpet and Aim, viz. the enriching and aggran- 


diſing of themſelves : How far this way, even thoſe who call 


themſelves nurſing Fathers of the Church, have proceeded, we 
are loth to dive into; but we muſt be more than ſtupid, if 


we ſay we do not ſee: Can we poſſibly be ſo dull, fo careleſs 
of our own Preſervation, as not to be ſenſible of thoſe Plots 


which have nothing but a high Hand, either to hide, or to 
carry them on? And ſuch generally are the Stratagems of our 


Mitred Heads, they have moſtof them, according to their 
ſeveral Abilities, eadeavour'd our Slavery; this, one way, 
that another ; till their bottomleſs Coffers have almoſt ſwal- 
low'd our ſmaller lacumbs. There is proxy and licence Money, 
Money for Titles, Regiſters Fees, &c. to fleece the Clergy , 


Nay, beſides this, the Interior Clergy ot one whole Diocets: 
ay the fourth Penny of e- 


very Living for the Support and Grandeur of his GR ACE. 
The Clergy were firſt whedled ont of it, and it was ouce 


acknowledged a kind Benevolence, but. by Policy and Stra- 


tagem it has been ever ſince continued as a Lax. *Tis true 
indeed, He gave his Promiſe t renounce his Claim for an 
Equivolent; but when accordiug to his own Propoſal the late 
Duke of Ormond, by bis latereft, procur'd the Wardeuſhip of 
Galway to be annexed to his Archbiſhoprick, as a ſufficient Com- 
penſation. He by an unnſval (we dare not ſay knaviſh) Ferch, 
contrived: à way of accepting the one without parting with the 
other. The Impoſition and Injuſtice of this Proceeding is too plain 
to need any Aggravation, and we look upon it as a Grievance, 
d ei- 
ther 
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ther in CONVOCATION or in PARLIAMENT. 
Who cauſd ever think, but we who have found ic hy experience, 
that any whole proper Sphere it is to cherim and promote the 
Intereſt of the Church, ſhould be the firſt Inſtruments of its 
Deſtruction? And that the Clergy,” who have always been the 
Chief, it not the only Bulwarks of Epiſcopacy, ſhould be thus 
Euflav'd by it, and owe their Preſer vation to the more honeſt 
Laity ? But however, from all the Premiſes thus put together, 
we may juſtly make this one common Obſervation, viz. That 
LAWN.S LEE VES ora SATTEN-ROTCHET, are 
not always unerring marks, either of the ſoundeſt Judgments 
or the cleareſt Conſciences. | 


What ! Do theſe Men (for they are no more) imagine that the 
Inferiour Clergy have no Reſentments? Do they think we are 
in love with our Chains, and can gently kiſs the Foot that kicks 
us? We do aſſure them we are Men of Paſſions as well as they, 
and have, like them too, ſhook Hands with that ANT IQUA- 
TED, HIDE--BOUND Notion of PASSIVE--OBE. 
DIENCE, only with this difference, that they would exclude 
it, in reſpect of KINGS only, we in all r:ſpeas, BISHOPS 
as well as KINGS; and what our Refentments may prompt 
us to, God only knows: But what the Author of the True-boyx- 


Engliſh-Man applies to the Civil Government, we will beg leave 
to apply to the Spiritual. 


The Government's ungirt when Jaſtice dies, 
And Conſtitutions are Non-Entities. 

The Nations all a Mob, there's no ſuch Thing, 
As Lords, or Commons, Parliament, or Ring: 
A great promiſcuous Crowd the Hydra lies, 
3 7 Laws revive, aud MUTUAL CONTRACT ties. 
Chaos free to chooſe for their own Share, | 
What C ASE of Government they pleaſe to wear, 
If roa RING they do the Reins commit, 
Al Men are bound in Conſcience to ſubmit ; 


Bat 


(13) 
| But then that KING muſt by bis Oath aſſent, 3 
To PUSTUL AT A'S of the Government ; 
Which if he breaks, he cats of the Intail, = 
And POW ER retreats to its ORIGIN AL. 


True-Born-Engliſh-Man. 


——Paudet, bec opprobria wobis 
Et dic: potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 


